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The story of folk

Key albums
Incantation by Wild Children (songs that blew in 
from the north-west with incanted vocals and multi-
part harmonies); We Can’t Help Kissing Each Other  
by Low Wormwood (soothing tunes from the 
Lanzhou band); In Distance by Wang Juan (a pretty 
collection of songs from singer-songwriter Wang 
Juan); Birds That Can Fly High Don’t Land on the 
Backs of Oxen That Can’t Run Fast  by Xiao He (Xiao 
He’s fi rst album set the bar high); plus Red Bulldozer, 
a compilation album conceived by blind folk artist 
Zhou Yunpeng to raise money for blind children.
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Rock stars might get all the glory, but to really experience Beijing bohemia, check out 
the folk scene. Jennifer Conrad and Gissing Liu fi nd out why folk is the new rock
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Hanggai
Where to 
hear folk
These venues have 
regular folk gigs where you 
can discover new talent

Jianghu Bar 
A cosy siheyuan off 
Nanluoguxiang, this is the 
place to watch Chinese 
Bob Dylans in action.
7 Dongmianhua Hutong, 
Dongcheng district (132 
6922 7168; jianghu.
bj.cn). 东城区交道口南
大街东棉花胡同7号

Jiangjinjiu Bar Watch 
the best folk acts in this 
chilled bar. 2 Zhongku 
Hutong (between Drum 
and Bell), Dongcheng 
district (8405 0124). 
城区钟库胡同2号

Mako Live House This 
new live music venue 
has already hosted gigs 
by Hanggai, Mamer and 
Bai Shui. 36 Guangqu Lu, 
Chaoyang district (5205 
1112/3). 朝阳区广渠路
36号红点艺术工厂

Tiny Salt Tiny Salt 
overcomes its mall 
setting with a good 
sound system, black 
décor and a cool loft. 
SOHO Shangdu North 
Tower, Third Floor, Room 
2308, 8 Dongdaqiao Lu, 
(5900 0969). 朝阳区东
大桥路8号SOHO尚都北
塔B座3层2308

Zuiyuefeng This tiny 
bar run by musicians 
regularly hosts folk gigs. 
18 Andingmen Xi Dajie 
(6405 4482; www.
zuiyuefang.com). 安定门
西大街18号(二环边北
锣鼓巷口东30米)
Kelly Zhang

M
AT

TH
EW

 N
IE

D
ER

H
AU

S
ER


